
   

 

 

The Newsletter of the Loose Bead Society of Greater Milwaukee 
The Loose Bead Society of Greater Milwaukee began in 1999 as a 
fellowship of kindred spirits with the purpose of sharing and promoting 
the creation of beautiful beadwork. 
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Beading Without Ceasing 

Lisa Binkley lavishly embroiders her art quilts with beads, buttons 
and even stone chips, producing sparkly, colorful creations that awe 
viewers. At the Loose Bead Society’s July meeting, she talked with 
members about her work. 

Lisa explained that the very word “bead” comes from the Old English 
word “bede” which means to pray or prayer — appropriate not just 
because beads are still used for religious expression but because 
“beading is spiritual for many of us.” 
 
Lisa begins her embroidered quilts with a printed fabric and beads on 
the finished quilt, which gives the piece more texture. Sometimes she 

LBS members flock to view examples of Lisa Binkley’s work. 

                                                                  (Continued on page 2) 
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The Spice of Variety 

Can you believe it? The Loose Bead Society is now 
225 members strong — and growing. I was excited 
when we reached the milestone of 150 members; 
then I was thrilled when we maintained that level. 
It’s even better to be able to say that our numbers 
are increasing each year. 
 
Why is the number of members so exciting? Imag-
ine the variety of interests and talents among those 
225 members who have come together through a 
common interest!  
 
Imagine how many different types of beading or 
jewelry-making we enjoy. We string, stitch, embroi-
der, knot, braid, crochet, knit and tat; we work with 
wire; we make beads of polymer and metal clay 
and lampwork, and the list goes on. 
 
Imagine the different types of beads and baubles 
we collect. Imagine how many different favorite col-
ors there are in our group. 
 
Imagine the possibilities because of this variety. 
 
How lucky we are to have the opportunity to share 
those interests and talents with each other. How 
lucky we are to have a variety of Society activities 
in which to participate. How lucky we are to work 
with each other to provide these opportunities and     
activities. 
 
We learn informally from each other whenever we 
gather, and we offer programs, classes and work-
shops. Our monthly programs come in a variety of  

               — Julie Miller, President 

formats: presentations, hands-on projects, product in-
formation (and even a party). We appeal to all levels of 
beader, from the beginner to the advanced to the   
professional.  
 
We enjoy simply beading with each other at bead-ins 
and retreats, and we offer opportunities to show off our 
creations — to each other or in displays at our events. 
We can participate in design challenges and we have 
opportunities to sell our creations. 
 
We help others with our community service activities 
by donating our creations and sharing our knowledge. 
 
Take advantage of the diversity of members in our 
group and of the many Society benefits. Challenge 
yourself to try different things or to do the familiar in a 
different way.   
 
We can spice up our lives by sharing with each other. 
Imagine what the future will bring.  

Beading Without Ceasing 

(Continued from Page 1) 
 

creates a standalone object and appliqués it onto the 
quilt. Lisa notes that subtle-finish beads show off de-
tails the best, and adds that she endeavors to learn 
something new with each piece. 

    Lisa                       
Binkley 

__________________________ 

______________________________ 
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The Loose Bead Society has one member who lives 
quite a bit farther away than most of us do — in this 
case, in Nottingham, England! But member Patty 
McCourt was here for this year’s Bead&Button 
Show, where she took some classes and even vol-
unteered at the LBS table twice. 
 
“It was delightful to meet Patty and listen to her 
lovely accent,” says Kathy Willmering. “Patty has 
traveled to Ukraine several times to teach classes, 
and she introduced me to some of her contacts in 
Ukraine who had a booth in the foyer area” where 
they were promoting Ukrainian beadwork.  
 
Patty had visited the Bead&Button Show in 2008 
and loved it. She took classes with some great 
teachers including Judy Walker and Diane Fitzger-
ald. She thought the teachers were amazing people 
and very talented beaders. 
  
“Patty heard really good things about the Loose 
Bead Society and decided to join us,” says Kathy. 
“Patty  told me she was glad she joined and felt spe-
cial to be the first out-of-country member.” 
 
Patty is originally from Colombia, and her two sis-
ters now live in the US, one in Alabama and the 
other in Florida.  
 
Patty’s husband is British, and lived in Colombia for  

Those joyous expressions must mean they’re 
on their way back to the many dazzling sales 
booths to look for more goodies. 

Joan Jeselun’s welcoming smile sets the tone for the Loose 
Bead Society booth in the foyer outside the Bead&Button 
show floor. 

Judy Markworth, Patty McCort, and JoEllen Fritchen  

seven years before moving back to England for work-
related reasons. Patty first went to Nottingham, now 
her home, in 1985.  
 
Patty’s husband is a geologist, a job that has enabled 
them to travel extensively over the years. Patty is also 
the proud mother of 18 and 23-year-old daughters 
who are her pride and joy.  
 

Working at — and Enjoying—the 2012 Bead&Button Show 
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Tender Buttons: A Store Celebrating the Tiny 

Things in Life  
 

When I had a few hours free on a recent trip to New 
York City before turning for home, I made my way to 
a jewel box of a store: Tender Buttons. It is on E. 62nd 
Street, a short stroll from a subway stop near the end 
of Central Park. The tidy brick storefront is mid-way 
down a block of many similar brownstones pressed 
tightly together, marked by a simple sign. It is an un-
assuming introduction to a magical little space. 
 
The shop is narrow (a tall person with arms out-
stretched could touch the displays on opposite walls 
at the same time) but deep and it is lined end to end 
with buttons. Boxes of buttons, cards of buttons, dis-
plays of buttons and buttony things, button lore, but-
ton humor, button art: all compressed into a packed 
but orderly space manned by button experts.  It is qui-
etly overwhelming because everywhere you glance 
there is an object with a story behind it. 
 
 Buttons From All Over the World  
 
Looking for a button to match one lost from your 
coat? Or a ‘statement’ button for that knitting project, 
a collectable set of 18th century French enameled but-
tons, unique pieces to turn into jewelry clasps, small 
examples of political or social commentary, tuxedo 
studs or, perhaps, that vintage mother-of-pearl han-
dled button hook: you will find it here, at prices rang-
ing from pennies to thousands of dollars for unique or 
rare pieces. The walls carry museum-quality antique 
buttons, framed for display, and glass shadow box 
cases with cards of buttons and related ephemera.  
 
They are surrounded by towering floor-to-ceiling 
stacks of button boxes which are all neatly shelved, 
with samples of their contents displayed on the front 
for easy viewing.  Here you will find buttons from all 
over the world, some mass produced and others 
hand-made, tiny to huge, made of materials ranging 
from plastic and bone to wood, shell, fabric, leather, 
metal and stone.   
 
The stacked boxes are grouped generally by color 
theme to help the shopper and they line both walls 
from nearly one end to the other of the shop. Small 
tables are set down the center of the single aisle, pro-
viding a spot to rest the boxes when selecting buttons 
or to set a garment down to allow for finding a match 
to fill that lost space on your coat. Browsing is  
 
 

encouraged, and consultations about just the right 
button for the use are freely given. The owners and 
staff are friendly, full of information, and have an en-
cyclopedic knowledge of the store’s inventory. 
 
The shoppers are as varied as the buttons them-
selves. In the short time I was there, they included a 
grandmother/granddaughter pair choosing buttons 
for a hand-knit sweater, several businessmen trying 
to match lost suit and blazer buttons, a woman mak-
ing custom-decorated scarves for a symphony fund-
raiser (yes, she even found many music themed but-
tons), jewelry designers buying raw materials for 
clasps and button necklaces, a scrimshaw collector 
looking at a rare engraved specimen, a local dry-
cleaning shop worker stocking up on replacement 
buttons, fashion design students, a costumer for a 
local theater and several members of a quilting club.  
 

Making Just a Few Selections 
 
The traffic in and out of the shop was constant and 
highly entertaining – it made for some great people 
watching. 
 
Of course, I had to make a few purchases while 
there. Button shopping can be dangerous, like bead 
shopping can be, but a combination of willpower and 
limited buying time helped keep the expenditure un-
der control.  I bypassed those incredible multicol-
ored French enameled landscape buttons (seriously 
over my card limit!) and the vintage hand-painted 
Alice-in-Wonderland ones (what a great Mad Hat-
ter!), but got caught by some carved Japanese rab-
bit ones, and the set of three that combine to create 
an image of the famous Botticelli Birth of Venus, not 
to mention an assortment of single buttons perfect 
for bracelet and necklace clasps. 
 
As I left, stowing my small bag of acquisitions and 
heading for the airport to return home, I thought 
about all the tiny riches lying behind that unassum-
ing storefront. Crossing the threshold into the long, 
narrow space felt something like boarding a magical 
train car about to take you on a fascinating journey 
through Button-Land.  I knew that its quirky appeal 
would pull me back again on a future visit to New 
York. If you get the chance, I’d recommend the trip. 
 
Tender Buttons 
143 East 62nd Street, New York, NY 10065 
(212) 758-7004 
Go on a virtual journey at www.tenderbuttons-
nyc.com 
   — Marilyn Johnson 
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Members at the August 
meeting were delighted to 
fashion a beaded leaf 
from craft wire and seed 
beads in several different 
color ways. The leaf, 
which was designed by 
Barb Schoenherr, could 
serve as either a pin or a 
pendant.  
 
Each finished leaf was a 
bit different — as real 
leaves are — and Loose 
Beaders expressed con-
siderable satisfaction with 
their efforts. 
 
Opposite, members and guests work diligently on the 
August meeting project. The sample leaf above was 
fashioned by table captain Georgia Ladwig. 

 

Peeking into Old Hollywood Glamour 
Hmmm, what better combination than sparkly 
Swarovski crystals, seed beads and pearls, all set 
against the glamour of old Hollywood? 
 
Noted beader Jean Campbell picked some of her fa-
vorite still photos of beautiful Hollywood actresses to 
interpret the fabulous jewelry they wore. Ms. Camp-
bell gives the name of the actress, the background of 
the photo, and a little history for each project. 
 
In the introduction, she states that the pieces are 
meant for someone with some experience, but with 
the Basics Section even a beginner could do the pro-
jects. The directions are very clear. I am a fan of Ms. 
Campbell and this book does not disappoint! 
 
                                              — Susan Beal 

Growing Our Membership 

The Loose Bead Society is very pleased to welcome 
the 38 new members who’ve joined in the last sev-
eral months. These include: 
 
Diane Adamczyk, Linda Bachers, Paulette 
Biedenbender, Nancy Darst, Carol Dary, Jane 
DeAngelis, Karen Domine, Kelly Droysen, Judy 
Einsiedel, and June Erickson. 
 
More new members are Joan Fagan, Barbara 
Grobschmidt, Peggy Grote, Fran Habel, Sandra 
Henry, Gail Hodges, Judi Jacobs, March 
Jacques, Mary Jo Janicik, Celi Jeske, Linda 
Kast, and Mary Kazmierczak. 
 
New members also include Sara Jane Marlega, 
Jeane Meyers, Mary Moore, Gina Morgan, Cindy 
Nelson, Susie Ragland, Laura Redenbaugh, 
Aldana Reinke, and Marty Ridley. 
 
And the list wouldn’t be complete without Mary Ann 
Smith, Lee Sorenson, Maija Steele, Liz Terselic, 
Kathy Vandemark, Patty Wanniger, and Suzanne 
Weber. 
 
We hope that all of you enjoy being a part of this 
busy, exciting and highly creative Society! We look 
forward to getting to know you better. 

August Hands-On Project  
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Loose Bead Society 

2012 Board Members 
 
 

Julia Miller, President 
Kathy Willmering, President Elect 

Maggie Roschyk, VP-Programming 
Kat Feldman, VP-Special Events 

Judy Markworth, Secretary 
Marilyn Johnson, Treasurer 

Helen Dahms, Past President 
Joan Jeselun, Community  

Service Coordinator 
Judy Menting, Membership Coordinator 

Carol Haiar, Newsletter Coordinator 
Traci Otte, Website Coordinator 

 

  

 

 

. 
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As any avid beader who has surfed the web knows, 
it’s full of alluring beady sites. In fact, there are so 
many that the best can be hard to find. 
 
With that in mind, member Ruth Osier offers Loose 
Beaders her favorite site for new and lovely color 
choices: www.design-seeds.com. The site has some 
of the yummiest color schemes – drawn from gor-
geous photographs – that you could hope to see.  
 
Another lovely site is that of Beverly Ash Gilbert with 
lots more scrumptious color combos. You’ll find Bev-
erly at www.gilbertdesigns.net; she has a blog and is 
on Facebook as well. 
 
Noted glass bead color guru Margie Deeb is offering 
her loom, square stitch, peyote and brick stitch pat-
terns for free. Just go to www.margiedeeb.com and 
look for the Free Patterns heading. 
 
We all love Kalmbach’s Bead&Button and BeadStyle 
websites with their hundreds of free patterns, ideas 
and tips. These are incredibly generous sites. 
 
But did you know that publisher Lark Crafts offers 
free patterns taken from their newest books? You can 
go to www.larkcrafts.com/bonus to download PDFs 
from a variety of well-known designers. 
       

    — Carol Haiar 

Beady Tips & Tricks from Our Members 

At our June meeting, members heard about the ins and outs of beading wire 
from Sara Oehler of Soft Flex. We each had the opportunity to make two deli-
cate bangle bracelets with colored wire and beads generously provided by Soft 
Flex. They designed the bracelet especially for the Loose Bead Society.  

The speaker at the LBS May meeting was Michelle 
Boice, founder of Beads of Hope Africa. In this fair 
trade company, women make beautiful art beads 
(shown above) from recycled paper. The proceeds 
from these beads give a living wage to the Ugandan 
workers and provide scholarships to orphans so they 
can avoid future poverty.    
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Loose Bead Society Of Greater Milwaukee 
P.O. Box 35 
Brookfield, WI 53008-0035 
 
www.loosebeadsociety.org 

Corporate Sponsor 
 

Kalmbach Publishing Company 
(Publisher of Bead&Button, BeadStyle and Art Jewelry magazines) 

21027 Crossroads Circle, P.O. Box 1612, Waukesha, WI 53187 
262-796-8776  www.beadandbutton.com 

 

Corporate Members 
 

Bead Bin 
608-274-0104  www.beadbinmadison.com 

LBS discount: 10% off beads & findings 
 

Beadwork Ingenieur 
262-679-4496  www.beadworkingenieur.etsy.com 

 
Brenda Schweder Jewelry 

414-313-0234  www.brendaschweder.com 
LBS discount: 15% off etsy with special code 

 
CraftOptics 

888-444-7728  www.craftoptics.com 
LBS discount: free prescription with order 

 
 

Eclectica 
262-641-0910  www.eclecticabeads.com 
LBS discount: 10% off beads & findings 

 
JSM Bead Coop 

920-208-2323  www.jsmbeadcoop.com 
LBS discount: 10% off all merchandise 

 
Midwest Beads 

262-781-7670  www.midwestbeads.com 
LBS discount: 10% off beads & findings 

 

Loose Bead Society Corporate Members 


